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plaen for childron, and now, halfway through the holidays
s oxnctly when you muy noed idons about what to do or
where to go, Here are just a few.

How about all the free places? The art galleries and the muss-
um mre groat. just remember to do them in small portions and
visit often

The Christchurch Botanical Gardens his a superh children’s
play aren and pool - it's easy to spead the day thiere if you take n
pienic lunch {and bread to foed the duck

Just down the road are the Bontsheds. It's been a tradition in
many fmilies for m-m-r!linr;: to bourn to pow o paddle on the

F:II! bath visitors and locals, Christchurch can be a fun
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sonal with the variety of nnimals and birds, especially the water-
l'uw] and ecls, that they can feed. The old tractor and other farm
can clambor ovor are great fun to the young ones too,

WLlInwhnnk s n superb native disploy and the walk-in kea
enclosure and the kiwi area are absolutely the best Tve seen in
New Zonland, Take your overseas visitors here for a meal and
nocturnal tour of the kiwis and | guarantes their satisfaction,
This will be the only plice they will see kiwi unobstructed by
glnes nnlnsn they sre fortunnte anaugh to see dne while tramping
n this Le .

Also o must on this st of holiday activities is the lnternationnl
Antarctic Centre. What a change of temperature ak you explore
the frozen spnges {they supply thick warm coats fogall th fami-
1¥) and for the really brave ones there's o chance tolget a blast of
cold mir which plummets the temperature even lower. The dee
slide i m-_\- fiest and very eold and everyane - adulbs included -
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Al sges can enjey & visit to the Anarctic Cantre.

Do you have a
wanderlust?

have wanderlust and

consider it rather like

a friendly disease or

benign addiction - or are

they oxymorons?

Maud Parrish 16751976
said: “Wanderlust can be
the most glorious thing in
the waorld. 1 ination is o grand sti
thing, like a cockiall, but to find reality is the full
h chompagne™ Pounds of Luggage.
welled around the world mes (with
VTV ]lnl« luggage and a banjo) | imagine she knew
all ahout both wanderiust and reality.

When 1 read the above quote | wondered, what
do those words REALLY mean? Imagination,
wanderiust, reality - they trip off the tongue so
ilxlnl}' and yet maybe whon 1 say | have
ay not know what | mean, or,

e wanderlist', maybe
the attributes [ give it on your behalf are way off
beam,

Time for some lrﬂ‘l‘l!‘l‘h.

The Oxford P! ot v & Th
(Oxford 1997) tells me that wanderlust is an
‘eagerness to travel or wander, Restlessness.” Yop.

| Got that

My eagerness takes the form of an obsession with
travel programmes an television or radio, travel
pages in magazines and press, in fnet 1 even buy
magazinges with names such as Wanderlusi,
Sojourney and NZ Wilderness. Why? So | can find
new and exciting places to visit - places to add 1o
my list.

So often the people who tell me “You're so lucky™
hove dreams of travelling too. But are they eager
enough to do the necessary saving and budgeting
at home in order to reap the ben
“lucky” enough to travel? Usual

However, T digress. Back to the book of words:
imagination. This evidently means having a
“mental facalty of forming images of abjects not
presont to senses”. Guess that's me thinking of
laxing on an Indian river, or viewing polar bears,
Being able to see the dollar or two saved this woek
ns a coffes on the West Bank in Paris. Yes | have
imagination too, Imagination that my back will
always be able to carry a an it

1 also checked wander and lust as separate
words and | certainly qualify there. To wander s
to “go from place to place lessly, diverge from
the path™. Well, 1 have done that all my life, nnd
travelling hos not changed it ot all. | LOVE to get
off the beaten track, in fact to be lost is ideal, that's

hen the wonderful, the unoxpected, the amazing,

fMerent happens. Az long as | am found one
maore time than 1 am lost, T kaow all is we

Lust. Another word close to my heart. My trusty
Oxford tells me it's “poassinnate desive™. Well, been
thers, done that, still got it, intend to keop it
| passionate for travel, now places, food, peopls and
periences.
A

I words to check -
¥. This seems to bo the boring one, the one
that people often acouse travellors of teying o
escape from, Not so. This is what can separate the
traveller {with time) from the tourist (on a
schedule) as the dictionary says it Is “what's real
s the appearances™.

ave made some assumptions about
places nnd things, about nctions, beliefs
cligions by belleving the appearances - what
I think my eyes are telling me rather than walting
a little longer nnd seeing what is roal. We humans
love to have order in our lives, so make up stories
to make sense of things, However, that does not
make them real.

Knowing the truth is like b & a seeret share
and | value the people | meet along the way who
ir truths, or realities, with me.

wriheless, ask three people to describe an
sccident they witnessed and each will be different.
& things from within our own reality

% ur
scription of it the samo as mi will be
mmonaltios, and | suspeet, for people with the

ing desire 1o wander aimlessly, most
will not be seeking a cure.

I ngree with you Maud, wanderlust is glorious,
stimulating, and sure provides the moal of life with
champagne-like bubbles for me.
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